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that the dark clouds above, together with the 
intermediate air, appeared to reflect back, or 
rather to have caught the red hue of the fire ; 
the bills and country about us appeared with 
an alarming distinctness ; but the most pictu- 
resque part of it, was the effect or reflection 
of the blaze on the floods that spread over the 
surrounding plains. These, in fact appeared 
to be one broad mass of liquid copper, for the 
the motion of the breaking waters, caught from 
the blaze of the high waving column, as re- 
flected in them, a glaring light, which eddied 
and rose, and fluctuated, as if the flood itself 
had been a lake of molten fire. 

Fire, however, destroys rapidly ; in a short 
time the flames sank — became weak and flick- 
ering — by and bye, they only shot out in fits — 
the crackling of the timbers died away — the 
nnronndrng darkness deepened ; and ere long, 
the mint light was overpowered by the thick 
volumes of smoke, that rose from the ruins of 
the house, and its murdered inhabitants. 

" Now, boys," said the Captain, " all is safe, 
We may go. Remember, every man of you, 
what you've sworn this night on the book and 
altar of God— not on a heretic bible. If you 
perjure yourselves, you may hang us ; but let 
me tell you for your comfort, that if you do, 
there is them livin' that will take care the Use 
of your own lives will be but short." After 
this we dispersed, every man to his own home. 

Header, not many months elapsed ere I saw 
the bodies of this Captain, whose name was 
Paddy Devan, and all those who were actively 
concerned in the perpetration of this deed 
of horror, withering in the wind, where they 
bung gibbetted, near the scene of their nefa- 
rious villainy ; and while I inwardly thanked 
heaven for my own narrow and almost unde- 
served escape, I thought in my heart how sel- 
dom, even in this world, justice fails to over- 
take the murderer, and to enforce the righteous 
judgment of God, " that whoso Bheddeth man's 
Mood, by man shall his blood be shed." 



REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 

Record* of Captain Clapperton' i latt Expedi- 
tion to Africa. — By Richard Lander, his 
faithful attendant, and only surviving mem- 
ber of the expedition ; with the subsequent 

adventures of the author. — 2 vols. Bvo. 

London, Colburn and Bentley. 

It is we think somewhat more than a twelve- 
month since the posthumous Journal of Captain 
Clapperton was published, containing his nar- 
rative of the second expedition into the interior 
of Africa, up to the period of his death, and 
with it the Journal of Richard Lander his 
servant, in continuation, from the time of his 
master's decease till his own arrival at the sea- 
coast on his return to England. The work 
Hot only abounded in most valuable geogra- 
phical and scientific information, but was full of 
amusing details respecting regions then for the 
first time traversed by an European, and of 
tribes- whose customs and mode of living were 
before unknown. On the return of Captain 
Clapperton with Major Denham, from the 
former expedition into central Africa, they 
brought a letter from Bello, Sultan of the 
Fellatas, resident at Soccatoo, in which were 
contained several important propositions, which 
he had been induced to make in consequence of 
various conferences witil Captain Clapperton, 



and which it was felt by the English govern- 
ment that it would be extremely desirable to 
carry into execution. The principal of these, 
were the establishment of a friendly intercourse 
between the two nations, by the appointment of 
an English Consul to reside at Raka, and the 
prohibition of the exportation of slaves by any 
of the Houssa merchants, to Atagher Dahow- 
rey, or Ashantee. To effect these and some 
other minor objects, the second expedition was 
voluntarily undertaken by Captain Clapperton. 
The causes of its unsuccessful and unfortunate 
result we shall have occasion to explain in a 
subsequent part of this review. 

The presen t work is full of deep and melancholy 
interest. Every thing relating to the mourn- 
ful fate of Captain Clapperton possesses a 
powerful claim on the attention of the British 
public, and though the principal facts related 
in these records were already known, we 
think the author's apology for putting forth the 
work, notwithstanding the previous publication 
of a hasty narrative of the principal circum- 
stances it contains immediately on his arrival in 
England, is satisfactory enough to justify the 
procedure, and make us rejoice that it was 
adopted. As to the " thousand amusing in- 
cidents," which he says he has thus had an op- 
portunity of bringing forward, we certainly do 
not esteem them the most valuable part of the 
production, nor can we regard them so com- 
placently as the author evidently does ; but on 
the whole, considering his station in life, and 
the absence of all assistance, save that of his 
brother, in preparing the book, the violations 
of good taste, or indeed of propriety of any 
sort, are surprisingly few in number. Some- 
thing too much there is, perhaps, of display in 
an occasional quotation, or other ambitious 
ornament of the style, but the narrative is for 
the most part, (where the author does not af- 
fect the humorous,) simple, straight forward 
and unpretending; just, in short, what it 
ought to be, and every sentence bears the stamp 
of truth and reality. 

Lander was bom of humble parentage, iit Truro 
in Cornwall, in 1804, and being naturally of a 
rambling disposition, which was increased by the 
tales told to his "wondering boyhood" by the old 
wives of Cornwall, "of strange adventures hap- 
ped by land or sea,'*at the early age of eleven, he 
entered the service of a merchant trading to 
the West Indies; with Mm he visited St. Do- 
mingo, and after an absence of three years re- 
turned to England in 1818, from which time 
he lived in the service of various noblemen 
and gentlemen till his 19th year, when his pas- 
sion for adventure still continuing, he obtained 
the place of servant to Major Colebrook, who 
was going out to the Cape, being one of the 
Commissioners of Inquiry into the state of 
the British Colonies. After encountering di- 
vers perils, unnecessary to relate, he arrived at 
Cape Town, and having accompanied his 
master over the whole of the colony, he again 
returned to England, and obtained a situation 
in the service of " a kinsman to the Duke of 
Northumberland," where, he says, his time 
passed pleasantly and thoughtlessly enough, 
till the return of Major Denham and Captain 
Clapperton from Africa, in the following year, 
again roused his rambling propensities, and he 
took shame to himself for remaining so long in 
a state of indolence and inactivity. 

Having heard of the intended second expedi- 
tion, for the purpose as he understood, of explor- 
ing the yet undiscovered parts of central Africa, 



and ascertaining the source and progress of the 
Niger, Lander waited upon Captain Clapperton, 
and expressed his eager desire to he taken into 
his service, in that hazardous undertaking. He 
was accordingly engaged by him as confidential 
servant, and embarked on board the Brazen, 
on the 27th of August, 1825, on that fatal 
expedition, from which he alone, of the six 
Europeans who composed it, returned alive. — 
Within the last month, he has been engaged 
by the British Government, to proceed to 
Fundah, and trace the river from thence to 
Benin, accompanied only by the same brother, 
who assisted him in the composition of the 
present work. We shall now introduce our 
readers to the narrative itself; and shall com- 
mence with the first landing of the expedition 
in Africa: — 

" The day after the arrival of the Brazen 
at Badagry (the 29th of November,) the gen- 
tlemen of the mission, and the officers of the 
ship, assembled on the quarter-deck to take a 
final farewell of each other ; and some of the 
latter were deeply affected, as with a faltering 
voice end agitated manner they breathed then- 
hopes, that success might attend the perilous 
undertaking to which their enterprising friends 
had so willingly devoted themselves. There 
was something so moving in the pathetic spec- 
tacle of Englishmen parting under a strong 
persuasion, almost amounting to a conviction, 
of meeting no more in this world ; in seeing 
the manly resolution and stubborn indifference 
of British officers combating with the tenderer 
and more amiable feelings of human nature, 
that I myself could with difficulty stifle my 
emotion ; and to dispel the gloom which hung 
upon my mind, I bade the officers a hasty and 
respectful adieu, and shaking hands with many 
of the honest seamen on deck, I sprang int» a 
canoe that lay alongside the Brazen; and as 
two of the natives were rowing it towards the 
shore, I took the opportunity of playing— 
" Over the hiUs and far away," on a small bu- 
gle horn which I had brought with me. This 
elicited the admiration of the sailors of the 
ship, and I landed amidst the hearty cheers and 
acclamations of them all. 

« Shortly afterwards Captains Clapperton 
and Pearce, and Dr. Morrison, with Pasko 
and Dawson,* also landed ; but Columbus the 
mulatto, who had been ill almost from the pe- 
riod of his leaving England, was too weak to 
accompany them. 

" The landing was rendered extremely dan- 
gerous by reason of a tremendous surf, which 
rolled violently, and to a great height, for 
many miles along the coast, and the canoe in 
which Mr. Houtson (an English merchant, 
who was taken on board at Whydah, for the 
purpose of accompanying the mission,) was 
conveyed from the Brazen, with astronomical 
instruments, &c. was swamped when at some 
distance from the beach. This accident had 
nearly cost that gentleman his life ; for after 
being tossed about on the foam and waves for 
a few minutes, his strength utterly forsook 
him, and he ceased to struggle with the waters. 
In this perilous state he was observed by two 
of the blacks who had been with him in *k« 
ill-fated canoe; and at the imminent risk of 
their own lives, the men succeeded in convey- 
ing Mr. Houtson, although totally insensible, 
to the shore, where proper remedies having 
been admiaieteredy he shortly afterwards reco- 

• George Dawson, an English seaman, was engaged 
at Badagry, a* asrrant to Dr. Morrison. 
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vered. The natives subsequently dived after 
the instruments, &c. and were fortunate enough 
to regain the whole, although being seriously 
damaged by the water, many of them were of 
liiflf , if any, use afterwards. 

Neither an English boat, nor a canoe of the 
ordinary form, can possibly lire, even a single 
minute, in this dreadful surf; and the natives 
have canoes of singular construction, and ex- 
ceedingly strong, made purposely to brave its 
violence ; yet, as the preceding casualty clearly 
shows, even these are insufficient to preserve 
the passenger from the danger apprehended.' — 
The canoes here spoken are of immense size 
and thickness, and manned by nineteen naked 
men, who are well skilled in the art of rowing. 
On every occasion a Fetish-man, covered from 
head to foot with gris-gris, stands in the bow 
invoking the " Spirit of the Waters" to be 
propitious, and quell the raging of the sea. — 
He continues alternately watching the motion 
of the billows, and praying in a low mournful 
tone till the boat reaches the shore or the ves- 
sel, when thanks are immediately returned to 
the water-divinity. When he fancies his pe- 
tition has been heard, the Fetish-man, catch- 
ing a favourable opportunity, suddenly claps 
his hands in a transport, and exclaims, with 
violent gesticulation and wildness of manner, 
" i yaw, i yaw !" (now is the time, now is the 
time,) which inspires his countrymen in the 
canoe with fresh energy, and dashing their pad- 
dles into the water, they propel their enormous 
bark through the foamy waves with the swift- 
ness of lightning." 

The fate of two of the members of the ex* 
pedition is thus mournfully described : — 

" On Saturday, the roads being rendered al- 
most impassable, in consequence of the rains 
that had fallen the preceding night, it was not 
without experiencing considerable difficulty 
that we could pursue our journey. The mud 
and water reached, in some places, almost to 
the horses' shoulders ; and Dawson who was 
ill with ague, was unable to retain his seat on 
the animal's back, and fell three or four times 
u the mire, till he became so much exhausted 
by struggling to regain his seat, that, in des- 
pair, he at last flung his arms only across the 
horse's back ; and panting with his exertions, 
was in this manner dragged to a considerable 
distance. At eleven o'clock we arrived at the 
village of Egbo; and after partaking of a 
flight refreshment, each of us being indisposed 
■o a greater or less degree, we stretched our- 
selves at full length on our mats, in the hope 
•f obtaining a little sleep. Dawson, however, 
was taken dreadfully ill, and his moanings of 
distress prevented me from closing my eyes. — 
He pronounced the names of his wife and chil- 
dren, whom he had left in England, with a 
bitter emphasis, and reproached himself repeat- 
*dly with having deserted them, to perish mi- 
serably in a strange country. In this manner 
he complained till the afternoon, refusing, all 
consolation, when he became a little more com 
Posed; and Captain Pearce fell asleep. My 
Waster had quitted the apartment just before ; 
°nd the medicine-chest lying open by Dawson's 
•■de, he perceived it, and pointing to a phial, 
desired a black attendant to fill bun a glass of 
its contents ; which being promptly done; he 
eagerly swallowed it. Whilst ibis was going 
°n I had fallen into a slumber ; and on awak- 
jBg, about a quarter of an hour afterwards, not 



side, and found him a cold and stiffened corpse ! 
The sight of so unexpected and ghastly a spec- 
tacle caused me to shudder, and I involuntarily 
made an .exclamation of surprise and terror, 
that awoke Captain Pearce, who asked what 
was the matter. Before I had time to reply, 
he had raised himself on his couch, and the 
truth instantly bursting upon him — " What !" 
said he, « is Dawson dead? Well, poor fel- 
low, hit sufferings are over; / cannot long 
survive him ;" and with a deep sigh he sunk 
back exhausted on his mat, without making 
any further remark. 

" On examining the bottle from which the 
unfortunate man had desired the liquor to be 
taken, I found it to be partly filled with ether, 
which he must have mistaken for something 
else, and which had caused his almost immedi- 
ate dissolution. As soon as the natives were 
made acquainted with the circumstance, they 
set up their death-yell ; and if all the fiends 
of darkness had joined in chorus, they could 
not have produced an effect more frightfully 
and fearfully appalling than was the sound pro- 
duced in that instance. Captain Clapperton 
hastened to silence them, which, after some 
difficulty, he succeeded in doing ; but the aw- 
fully terrific noise the people made, seemed to 
be ringing in our ears the whole of the night. 
As dead bodies cannot be left exposed a great 
while in tropical countries, Dawson was buried 
on the evening of his death, followed to the 
grave by the whole of our black attendants and 
myself. Captain Clapperton read the funeral 
service over his remains, which were then de- 
posited in the earth, and we returned to Cap- 
tain Pearce, whom we had left alone in the 
hut. Our party was now reduced to three 
whites, one of whom was dangerously ill ; my 
master himself was in a much worse state of 
health than he would either acknowledge or 
believe ; and I was but just recovering from a 
disease that had nearly proved fatal to me. A 
gloom was therefore cast upon the counte- 
nances of our little band, as we prepared to 
proceed, on the morning of Sunday ; but Cap- 
tain Pearce rallying a little, we set off in more 
cheerful spirits. 

" The appearance of the country, from Jan- 
nah to Tshow, is greatly superior to that from 
the coast to the former place, being clearer of 
wood, and in a higher state of cultivation, 
swelling likewise into easy and delightful un- 
dulations. Streams of water fertilize the val- 
lies ; and the hills, covered with a lively ver- 
dure, are adorned with lofty and handsome 
trees. The towns of the natives, from Ba- 
dagry to Tshow, with a few exceptions only, 
like those in the island of Madagascar, are si- 
tuated in the bosom of thick woods, and are 
entered by paths so intricate, that, like the la- 
byrinth of Woodstock, they are known to 
none but the inhabitants themselves. Some- 
times, however, they have only one path, which 
is generally defended by strong stockades or 
a mud wall, and sometimes by both together. 

" On Tuesday morning we continued our 
journey, with a cool strengthening breeze and 
a serene atmosphere, which seemed to invigo- 
rate each of us with renewed life and spirit ; 
and, after two hours travelling, we arrived at 
Engwa. In the course of the journey, for the 
first time 6ince leaving the ship, we perceived 
great numbers of trees, stripped of their foliage, 
und the grass beaten to the ground, so that, 



faring Dawson's groans, I asked how he did; (with the exception of the absence of frost and 
but receiving no answer, I went to his bed-|«iow, the country looked like puny parts of 



England In the month of November or De- 
cember. Several of the natives in this, as in 
almost every other instance, either accompa- 
nied or followed us on the way, and we expe- 
rienced as much civility from them aa our 
countrymen would have bestowed upon us in 
our native land. They were, generally speak- 
ing, neatly dressed in cap, shirt (tobe), and 
trousers, and very cleanly in their personal ap- 
pearance. 

" About eleven o'clock Captain Pearce be- 
came suddenly worse, and an hour or two af- 
terwards was delirious. He talked much and 
incoherently, in detached sentences; at one 
time apparently conversing with his mother in 
the most affectionate terms, asking her ques- 
tions, and answering them himself, and the 
next moment reverting to his own melancholy 
condition, and muttering something which no 
one could understand. In (his pitiable state 
he remained till nine o'clock in the evening, 
when he fell into a stupor, from which he awoke 
about half an hour afterwards, and attempting 
to raise himself on his conch, with a faint groan, 
and a convulsive throe, he fell back and in- 
stantly expired. 

" Both Captain Clapperton and myself were 
deeply affected as we enveloped the lifeless bo- 
dy in its shroud ; and a host of gloomy reflec- 
tions crowded upon our minds, to see the once 
spirited and cheerful companion of our wan- 
derings stretched out before us, the shadow 
only of a man, clothed in the mournful habi- 
liments of death. Next morning, about ele- 
ven o'clock, the body was borne to the place of 
its interment, followed by my master and my- 
self, with the messengers of the kings of Ba- 
dagry and Katunga, and a great number of 
natives, who all behaved with the strictest de- 
corum. Aa in the former instance, Captain 
Clapperton, although extremely unwell, in a 
tremulous voice and agitated manner, read the 
funeral service, interrupted only by his own 
emotion, which he found it impossible to con- 
ceal. The corpse having been consigned to 
the grave, it was soon closed over him for 
ever, and my master and myself, with heavy 
hearts and melancholy anticipations, returned 
to our cheerless habitation." 

Dr. Morrison died at Jarnian, on the sam» 
day and hour as Captain Pearce expired at 
Engwa. Dr. Dickson and Mr. James, an 
Englishman who accompanied him, had previ- 
ously fallen victims, the latter to the climate, 
the former in a scuffie with a native chief. — . 
Captain Clapperton and Lander, the sole sur- 
vivors proceeded on their route, and were 
treated with great hospitality and kindness by 
the natives, till on the 15th of January they 
arrived at Katunga, the capital of Yariba. — 
Part of their adventures in the Borghoo coun- 
try, which they traversed on the way, our au- 
thor describes as follows : — 

" We left the village at four o'clock in the 
afternoon ; and the horse on which I rode 
being in better condition than the others, I 
was considerably in advance of the rest of the 
party, when the animal made a sudden halt, 
and all my endeavours were inadequate to 
make him proceed. There he stood like a 
block of marble, keeping bis eyes rivetted on 
something that" was approaching us, and I had 
scarcely time to consider what it could possi- 
bly be, when a fine antelope bounded before 
me with incredible swiftness, and in the next 
moment two huge lions, with mane and tail 
erect crossed, the patl but a couple of yard. 
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from the horse's bead, almost with equal 
■peed, and covered with foam. A tremendous 
roar, which made the forest tremble, informed 
me in another minute that the lions had over, 
taken their prey; but the sudden and unex- 
pected appearance of those ferocious animals 
startled me as much as it had intimidated the 
horse before, and I hastened back to the party, 
my poor beast trembling violently the whole of 
the way. Fortunately the lions, which were 
male and female, were so eager in the chase, 
that both the horse and Ha rider were unob- 
served by them ; otherwise it might have gone 
hard with me, for I saw not the slightest 
chance of escaping. We halted in the woods 
that night ; but fancying every sound I heard 
was the roaring of a lion, I could not compose 
myself to sleep. Next day I was severely in- 
disposed, and the party was obliged to stop se- 
veral times on the road on my account ; a lan- 
guid faintness frequently overpowering me, 
and rendering me insensible to surrounding 
objects. We put up at a town called Socka 
for the night, and on the 13th an escort from 
the king of Khiama arrived, mounted on ex- 
cellent horses, little inferior to the English 
breed; but after delivering their monarch's 
message, the fellows very unceremoniously be- 
gan plundering the villagers of goats, pigs, and 
poultry. The escort consisted of fifty horse- 
men, bold, fierce-looking fellows, more resem- 
bling a desperate band of robbers than peacea- 
bly-disposed individuals. 

" Traversing a pleasant and fertile country, 
we entered the city of Khiama about ten in 
the morning, and were immediately conducted 
to the house of his majesty, whom we found 
sitting under the porch of his door, chucking 
some of his young wives under the chin. — 
After shaking hands, he expressed a wish for 
as to repose ourselves till the heat of the day 
was over, and said he would pay us a visit in 
the cool of the evening. 

" The king redeemed his pledge, and came 
at the appointed time, riding on one of the 
handsomest horses I ever saw. He was at- 
tended by numbers of people on horseback and 
on foot, and half a dozen naked girls circling 
round the animal on which he rode, flourishing 
spears with which they were furnished, and 
singing, in a loud voice, the praises of their 
husband and prince. Yarro (that is the mo- 
narch's name) dismounted and entered our 
house, followed by the girls, who had left their 
weapons outside, and for decency's sake had 
wrapped a piece of striped cotton round their 
delicate waists. After an hour's conversation, 
in the course of which Captain dapperton in- 
formed him of our motives for visiting his 
country, whither we intended to go, &c the 
king left us, infinitely pleased, and the extraor- 
dinary procession returned in much the same 
order as it had come." 

At Boussa they had expected to obtain the 
papers and other memorials of Mungo Park. 
The account they did obtain is thus related : — 
" We had all along been buoyed up with the 
hope of being able to obtain the journal and 
papers of the late Mungo Park at Boussa ; 
but, to our great mortification and disappoint- 
ment we discovered, that they had been either 
destroyed, or conveyed no one could tell whi- 
ther, many years before. The inhabitants were 
exceedingly reserved on the subject of the fa- 
tal catastrophe, and uniformly gave equivocat- 
ing or evasive - answers to our enquiries as to 
the manner in which it had occurred. They 



seemed indeed overwhelmed with shame at the 
part they or their fathers had taken in the 
dreadful tragedy, and did all in their power to 
shift the blame from the shoulders of them- 
selves and their countrymen. 

" The following appeared the most accurate 
and best authenticated version of the dismal 
story of the deaths of Park and Martin, that 
I was enabled to obtain whilst I was in the 
country: — 

" The voyagers had reached Youri in safety, 
and were on intimate and familiar terms with 
its Sultan, father to the reigning prince, who 
intreated them to finish their journey through 
the country by land, instead of proceeding 
down the Quorra to the salt water ; observing 
that the people inhabiting the islands and bor- 
ders of the river, were ferocious in their man- 
ners, and would not suifer their canoe to pro- 
ceed without having first rifled it of its con- 
tents, and exposed them to every species of in- 
dignity and insult ; and that if their lives were 
spared, they would infallibly be detained as do- 
mestic slaves. This evil report was considered 
as the effect of jealousy and prejudice : and, 
disregarding the prudent counsel of the Sul- 
tan of Youri, the ill-fated adventurers pro- 
ceeded down the Quorra as far as the island 
of Boussa, from whence their strange-looking 
canoe was observed by one or two of the inha- 
bitants, whose shouts brought numbers of their 
companions, armed with bows and arrows, to 
the spot. At that time the usurpations of the 
Falatahs had begun to be the general talk of 
the black population of the country, so that 
the people of Boussa, who had only heard of 
that warlike nation, fancied Mr. Park and bis 
associates to be some of them, coming with 
the intention of taking their town, and subju- 
gating its inhabitants. Under this impression, 
they saluted the unfortunate Englishmen from 
the beach with showers of missiles and poi- 
soned arrows, which were returned by the lat- 
ter with a discharge of musketry. A small 
white flag had been previously waved by our 
countrymen, in token of their peaceable inten- 
tions ; but this symbol not being understood 
by the people of Boussa, they continued firing 
their arrows, till they were joined by the whole 
male population of the island, when the une- 
qual contest was renewed with greater vio- 
lence than ever. In the meantime the Eng- 
lishmen, with the blacks they had with them, 
kept firing unceasingly amongst the multitude 
on shore, killing many, and wounding a still 
greater number, till their amunition being ex- 
pended, and seeing every hope of Ife cut off, 
they threw their goods overboard ; and desiring 
their sable assistants to swim towards the beach, 
locked themselves firmly in each other's arms, 
and springing into the water, instantly sank, 
and were never seen again, 

"The bodies of the two slaves, who attempted 
to save their lives by swimming, were pierced 
with a grove of arrows, but they subsequently 
recovered from the effects of their wounds, and 
were certainly alive when we were nt Boussa, 
but, as I understood afterwards, they were 
carefully concealed, in order to prevent our 
making any inquiries of them relative to the 
affair. 

" Resistance being thus at an end, the float- 
ing property had been eagerly laid hold of by 
the people of Boussa, and taken in triumph to 
their city. In the evening they formed 
circle round it, and for several days and nights 



and rejoicing; but it happened that before 
their revelries were well over, an infectious 

disease, whereof they had net previously had 
the most distant idea, raged in the island, and 
swept off the Sultan, with numbers of bis sub- 
jects; and it was remarked, that those who 
had been most active in the destruction of the 
strangers were cut off to a man, expiring in 
great agony. The people endeavoured to ap- 
pease the wrath of the white man's God, (by 
whose instrumentality they were firmly per- 
suaded the destroying plague had reached 
them,) by the offering of sacrifices, and after- 
wards by setting fire to all the articles found 
on the surface of the water; shortly after 
which, it is asserted, the pestilence left the 
island. Meantime the news of the occur- 
rence, and its fatal results, spread like wild- 
fire through the neighbouring states ; and the 
people of Boussa were stigmatized with a re- 
proachful epithet, for having been guilty of so 
heinous a crime. Hence the studied reserve of 
the reigning Sultan and his subjects, which 
no consideration could tempt them to break 
through, so as to enter into the details of 
the tragedy ; and hence also the expression, bo 
beneficial to us in those regions, and so preva- 
lent amongst all ranks and conditions : * Do 
not hurt the white men ; for if you do, you 
will perish like the people of Boussa /" 

At Eano Captain Clapperton left Lander be- 
hind and proceeded alone to Soccatoo or Socca- 
soo; on bis first attempt, he found the road im- 
passable in consequence of the heavy falls of rain, 
but after a few days delay again at Eano, he 
set out a second time, and reached the capital 
of Houssa, in safety, on the 19th of October, 
1826. On the 26th of the same month, he 
wrote to Lander, from Soccasoo, as follows ; 
" Deab Richard, 
" I arrived here on Thursday, after a most 
fatiguing and harrassing journey. I find the 
city in much the same state as on my former 
visit. They say it has been burnt by the 
rebels of Goober, but I have observed no 
traces of a recent conflagration, and therefore 
suspect the rumour to be unfounded. Sultan 
Bello has been investing Coonia, the capital of 
Goober, with a large but irregular army. I 
visited him in his camp previously to my arrival 
here. He appeared glad to see me, and wel- 
comed me to his country with the utmost cor- 
diality. He is now at Magaria, anticipating an 
attack from the rebel chief, but is expected 
here shortly. The Arabs have already begun 
their underhand and deceitful practices, by tam- 
pering with Mohammed [an Arab servant,] 
and insinuating the injury he would do his 
soul by serving an enemy to then- faith, The 
man hardly knows how to act ; on the one 
hand he dreads the resentment of his namesake 
the Prophet ; and on the other, if he quits my 
service, he must necessarily throw himself upon 
the good-nature of his rascally countrymen, 
who indeed make golden promises, but whose 
filthy niggardliness is proverbial, even amongst 
the Falatahs. I shall certainly feel his loss 
severely, if Mohammed follows their advice, as 
I have no one in whom I can repose so much 
confidence as himself; but I have left it en- 
tirely to his own choke, either to go or stay- 
I have just had a conversation with a messen- 
ger, arrived within these few minutes from 
Bello and the Godado ; he tells me the rebels art 
hourly expected near Magaria, and of his sove- 
reign's wish for me to make all haste to ljfa», 



nothing was to be seen or heard but feasting as he is utterly unconscious how long he is*? 
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be detained with his army. For the purpose 
of assisting me on my journey, the Sultan has 
sent me two camels and a horse ; and most likely 
I shall leave this city to-morrow or next day. 

" It is most violently hot here. I fancy the 
weather has already made some impression on 
my health, for I feel now and then a little 
feverish and unwell. I sincerely wish it may 
not increase upon me. Heaven knows I have 
had enough of sickness since I first set my foot 
on African soil ; and it would be disheartening 
indeed if I should be laid up at this particular 
time. Let me hope your health is improved 
since I saw you. It would grieve me exceed- 
ingly to hear an unfavourable account of it ; 
and I would suggest that you keep both mind 
and body as much employed as possible. By 
right you should have no idle moments. I 
hope you ride out every day, and amuse your- 
self with shooting and stuffing birds : this will 
tend to keep you in good health and spirits. 
Apply your mind strictly to the duties of reli- 
gion ; rely firmly on the mercy and assistance 
of Heaven ; for in all your difficulties and 
distress, this alone will bear yon up like a man, 
and render you superior to misfortune. 

" I pray God to bless you ; and believe me 
to be 

" Your sincere friend and master, 

« Hugh Clappkrtox. 
" Rd. Lander, Kano." 

On the 7th of November he wrote Lander 
again: 

" Dear Richard, 

" I returned from Magaria yesterday : the 
Sultan received his present with rapture j nor 
did the godado appear much less pleased with 
his. I enjoy, thank God, tolerable health, 
with the exception of being afflicted at times 
with a sharp pain in my side, which annoys me 
greatly; but I hope it will stibn wear off. 
The Sultan does not seem in the least willing 
for me to visit Bornou, by reason of the war ; 
but I shall do all in my power to overturn his 
unjust prejudices. He fancies, no doubt, the 
present intended for the Sheikh consists of 
warliko stores ; at least, I am pretty confident 
my kind friends the Arabs have intimated 
m much to him. Yet I am infinitely pleased 
to learn that Bello does not altogether relish 
their counsel, and that he judges pretty cor- 
rectly of the falsehood and deceit they have so 
often practised to serve their own ends. 

" If the road to Bornou be denied me, 
I really can't tell what we shall do, or how wo 
shall get home. It is certain if we pursue a 
different route, my business will be incomplete, 
*nd of all things this lies nearest my heart. It 
is not likely, however, I shall be kept in sus- 
pense a great while longer, and I shall know 
with certainty perhaps in a few days. I am 
already heartily tired of this place ; and most 
devoutly wish I were with you. I long to 
turn my face towards our dear country again ; 
Jet whenever I think calmly of it, as oftentimes 
* do, a cloud seems to hang over the future 
which saddens me, I know not why, and makes 
m e excessively low-spirited. I would cheer- 
fully dbsipate all gloomy reflections if I could ; 
but they come over one at times when one is 
kast capable of resisting their influence, and an 
unpleasant sensation steals insensibly upon the 
mmd, and renders one careless of oneself, and 
regardless of the world. 

" My dear Richard, do you endeavour to 
keep up your spirits. You tell me you are ill ; 
i imagine this proceeds more from the brooding 



over your misfortunes than any other cause 
whatever : it is not well to do so ; you should 
not suffer despondency and dejection to have 
the mastery over your judgment and resolution. 
Think of your friends in England, and fancy 
yourself in their little circle ; never permit 
hope to sink so far within you, as to say to 
yourself, < I shall never see my country again. 
Such thoughts, I repeat, should never be in. 
dulged ; for they are ever attended with mis- 
chief. Your disorder is, indeed, a peculiarly 
painful one ; yet it is one which every Euro- 
pean must expect to be visited with in this 
remote region. I have been afflicted with it 
myself before now, and you see I am com- 
pletely recovered from its effects. 

" Let me entreat you, therefore, to hope for 
the best : it is unmanly to repine at any trifling 
casualty that may befal one, which we are all 
so very apt to do. Above all things, place 
your confidence in the wisdom of the Almighty ; 
let your whole heart and affections rest upon 
him, for he alone is able to support you under 
the trying sickness that wastes you, and con- 
duct you in safety to dear old England. Pray 
to Heaven night and morning, and read the 
church service as often as you can, particularly 
on the Sabbath ; for a firm reliance on the 
goodness and mercy of the Divine Power, will 
inspire you with confidence, and bear you up 
with cheerfulness and courage, even when all 
earthly enjoyments fail you. For my own 
part, I am inclined to believe you will soon be 
well, and that we shall shortly see better and 
happier days. Most likely I shall leave this 
city for Kano the latter part of the week, and 
surely I need not repeat how happy I shall be 
to see you again." 

« Adieu, and believe me 
" Your sincere friend and master, 

" H. Clapperton. 
" Richard Lander, Kano." 

We hope to recur to the causes which led 
to the disappointment of Captain Clapperton's 
hopes from Sultan Bello, and to Lander's 
narrative of hie melancholy death, in our next. 



Satan ,• a Poem. By Robert Montgomery. 

London, Maunder, 1830. 
It is our private opinion, (though of course, 
it would be very impolitic as well as impolite, 
to express it to any but our dear five hundred 
friends and fifty thousand readers,) that the 
public in general are very bad judges of poetry. 
No doubt as the end of poetry, like that of 
beauty, is to please, every man may contend 
for his right to set up a standard of his own, 
and as the Hottentot is charmed with a flat 
nose, woolly hair, and a natural bustle of por- 
tentous extent and circumference, so the lover 
of sorry verses, may " hang over them ena- 
moured," and plead against the most eloquent 
exposure of their dulness, Partridge's ancient 
justification, de gustibus non &c. Neverthe- 
less we confess our steadfast belief in the exis- 
tence of " the vision and the faculty divine," 
which stamps its impress upon every production 
of the true armimjf maker, or poet; andmaugre 
the ninth edition, and eke the school edition 
of the " Omnipresence of the Deity," staring 
us in the face, and reminding us of Mr. Mont- 
gomery's extreme popularity, we are constrained 
to acknowledge that his verses have given us 
but little pleasure compared with the lofty ima- 
ginings of some, Wordsworth for example, and 
Coleridge, ami Wilson, whose writings are, in 



this country at least, but very little known or 

relished. 

We need scarcely inform Our readers, that 
Robert Montgomery, is not the Montgomery 
of Sheffield, or that they have nothing to fear 
from the diabolical name prefixed to this poem. 
We remember to have heard in the North 
countrie, of a Highlandman who took his child 
to the minister to christen, and on being asked 
what name he would have the infant baptized 
by, he answered " ou, jist call him Sawtan, or 
Legion, or Beelzebub, or any o' thae Scripture 
names ;" some similar principle must, we pre- 
sume, have guided Mr. Montgomery in the 
choice of a designation for his literary bantling, 
for the name is by much the hottest and most 
startling thing about the production. 

The Devil is introduced standing upon a 
high hill, even upon the mountain whence he 
shewed the incarnate Word, the kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of diem ; and viewing 
thence the same kingdoms and their modern 
glory, he utters a prodigiously long soliloquy, 
which lasts till the end of the volume, and mo- 
ralizes upon all manner of subjects, in a strain 
much more resembling the style of a metaphy- 
sical German professor, than of Lucifer, son 
of the morning. Here and there, no doubt, 
he warms into a strain of poetry ; but in ge- 
neral, the work is heavy and opake as lead. — 
The subject and the scene naturally brought 
to our minds the Paradise Regained of Mil- 
ton ; and we cannot but lament over the strange 
perversion or destitution of intellectual taste 
in the mass of modern readers, when we see 
such a poem neglected, or mentioned only with 
some senseless sneer about its inferiority to 
Paradise Lost, while works, which in compa- 
rison to it are less than paste to pearl, are read 
with an unaccountable avidity, which hurries 
their authors into premature and ill-digested 
efforts, necessarily destructive of their lasting 
reputation. 

We fear we shall be thought to have spoken 
very hardly of Mr. Montgomery. We cer- 
tainly have no desire to do so, for we should 
hail with delight the appearance of a youthful 
bard of real power and religions mind ; but 
we conceive that a false taste is growing up 
among us, for the poetry of talent, rather than 
that of genius ; and we are not willing to see 
the choice of a subject somehow relating to 
religion, made to serve as an excuse for dispens- 
ing with original imagination, vivid sensibility, 
and the expression of " thoughts that breathe"' 
in " words that burn." 

We shall not do our author or our readers 
the injustice of selecting what we think infe- 
rior passages of the poem, in order to justify 
the opinion we have expressed. On the con- 
trary, in the short specimens our limits will 
permit, we shall endeavour to choose those 
which we believe will prove most generally in- 
teresting, acknowledging that even these ap- 
pear to us, sadly deficient in the power of sound- 
ing the secret depths of the soul, and calling 
up emotions « beautiful and new,' which so of- 
ten astonishes and delights us; in the poets 
whom we delight to honour. 

Near the beginning of the poem, the Devil 
thus apostrophizes " this dim spot which men 
call earth :" — 

Why, what a stately world la this ! how wide 
Her range, how wonderful her "scenes, what 

sway 
Of elements, what pride of power! the grac* 
And crown, the glory of the universe! 
And thou, for whom such energies exist 
In toiling majesty, thy shaping band 



